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The purpose of the Eagle’s Eye is 

to inform, educate, and entertain 

readers accurately and responsibly. 

It does not necessarily reflect the 

opinions of Hedgesville High 

School or the Berkeley County 

Board of Education.  Also, any 

opinions expressed are those of the 

individual writers 

AP Test ing  

By Benjamin Lanham 
staff writer 

 AP testing will begin in 
May and students are encouraged 
to start preparing themselves. 

When the AP tests are just 
two weeks away some may find 
themselves stressing out because 
they have too much to study, but 
this can be avoided by taking time 
and studying ahead of time. 

During March, a student 
could take the load off by spending 
about a half an hour over each 
weekend to review the material 
that was taught at the beginning of 
the year. Furthermore, students 
should still keep up on their AP 
work, as two months before the 
test is no time to slack off. 

As April begins, it may be 
time to begin to practice, because 
like SAT’s or ACT’s, the AP exam 
will be timed.   

The College Board who 
sponsors the test has practice ex-
ams for students on their website. 
English students will find that Col-
lege Board’s website has example 
essays with reasons why the essay 
was ranked the way that it was.  

Mrs. Shockey, who teaches 
AP World History, suggests buy-
ing an AP test book which cost 
fewer than twenty dollars.  Stu-
dents may also find it helpful that 
the Hedgesville High School Li-

brary has AP reference books that 
can be read but not borrowed.  

During April, AP teachers 
may also begin to go over test ma-
terial or even offer to hold practice 
tests after school.  For example, 
Ms. Gearhart holds study sessions 
after school closer to the test in 
order to support her students with 
extra help.  

Teachers may also take 
time during class to review the 
expected test material.   

Mrs. Thomas, who teaches 
AP Calculus, said, “The math de-
partment tries to regulate the 
course, so that AP questions can 
be reviewed in class a few weeks 
before the test.”  

Ms. Domenick, who teach-
es AP Biology, explained that she 
spends some time explaining the 
essay part of the exam to her stu-
dents. She said, “Writing essays 
for Science is very different from 
English essays, the test reviewers 
are looking only for the answer to 
the question in complete sentence 
format.”   

The day of the exam a per-
son should eat a healthy breakfast, 
and get lots of sleep the night be-
fore so that the person is refreshed 
for the test.  

As Mrs. Shockey said, 
“Don’t panic, trust in yourself and 
in your teacher.”  
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By Brandon Miller 

staff writer 

 Students who enter 

their senior year are given the 

opportunity of serving as an 

assistant to a teacher of their 

choosing. 

 Teacher’s assistants 

(TA) are not selected by the 

teachers. They are volunteers 

that receive no credits for 

their service. In the past, it 

was needed to gain some 

work-based credits, but it’s 

not a graduation requirement 

now. For years, the program 

has been regarded as a senior 

privilege, and there is an ex-

cellent explanation as to why 

it is.  

 “There is a lot of work 

an underclassmen must do 

before the senior year, so 

that’s why it is only allowed 

for seniors,” said Mrs. Green-

burg.  

 There is a rare excep-

tion where underclassmen can 

be TA’s if they enter this 

school a year late or partook in 

a class in their previous school 

that is not offered here.  

 “It kind of gives you a 

break in your schedule as well 

because you are usually busy 

during your senior year,” said 

Noah Taylor, an assistant for 

Mr. Brown’s fourth period 

class. 

 Although the only im-

portant stipulation is being a 

senior, Taylor does recommend 

students earn all their credits 

before becoming a TA.  

 Another student, Zacha-

ry Martin,  explained his opin-

ion of his teacher’s assistant 

period with Mrs. Stenson. 

 “Sometimes being a TA 

is boring, but overall I recom-

mend it because it’s very en-

joyable,” said Martin. 

 Before a student sched-

T e a c h e r ’ s  A s s i s t a n t s  

P a g e  2  T h e  E a g l e ’ s  E y e  

ules a teacher’s assistant pe-

riod, they must first consult 

with the teacher they intend 

to help. Everything depends 

upon the teacher’s approval, 

which can be based on his/

her familiarity of the student 

and/or the overall opinion 

they formed while they were 

involved in a class. If the 

teacher responds with a yes, 

the student finally has access 

to become a teacher’s assis-

tant.  

 In the fall, Mr. Ha-

derer, vice principal and ath-

letic director at HHS, com-

piles all the student’s names 

who volunteer to be a TA 

for the year into a list and 

gathers the prospective TA’s 

in the library. This list is di-

vided by period and another, 

more updated version is 

written for the second se-

mester. 

  

Continued on Page 3 
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By Benjamin Lanham 
staff writer 

Procrastination is the ene-
my of every student, and seniors 
suffer a worse strain called Sen-
ioritis. Everyone’s been there, 
especially seniors, putting off the 
most urgent tasks in favor of the 
less stressful or even relaxing 
tasks.  

Procrastination is defined 
as the act of putting off or delay-
ing something, especially some-
thing requiring immediate atten-
tion. Usually people procrastinate 
because they want to do things 
more pleasing or because they 
simply get too distracted.  

Matthew Reed said, “All 
the electronics in life, just is a dis-
traction, which I just can’t tear 
myself away from.”  

In order to beat such a 
temptation, Reed explained that 
he just turns off the electronics, 
and finds a quiet place to work.   

Although procrastination 
may seem like an impossible 

thing to battle, there are tips to 
help students overcome procrasti-
nation.   

Mr. Frankhouser said, 
“Procrastination is the lack of 
planning, and to overcome it, or-
ganization is the key. I mean plan-
ning ahead. Otherwise you allow 
things to pile up.” 

Putting things off until the 
last minute causes stress for the 
student and reduces the quality of 
a students work.  It may also re-
sult in a grade of a zero for skip-
ping the work entirely. 

 Elizabeth Pheasant under-
stands that time is the key and has 
a way to keep work from piling 
up. Pheasant said, “I do the work 
the day it is given and projects 
within three days, or else I begin 
to freak out.” 

Such a method is one way 
to keep up with your work, but 
getting started may also be a prob-
lem. Therefore, there are some 
other steps that you can do to en-
courage you to just start to work.  

First set up small goals 
that you, as a person, can reach; 
by breaking a task up it becomes 
easier to handle.  For example if 
you are studying for a test, break-
ing the material into small sec-
tions allows for a better mental 
image of the issue.  

Second, rearrange your to- 
do list, so the most important 
tasks are first. Instead of going to 
the movies, think about the art 
project and the five page essay 
that are due Friday. Move the 
movies to the bottom of the list 
and the essay and art project to the 
top.   

Finally, reward yourself 
for reaching your goals.  Look at  
Facebook for five minutes, or lis-
ten to music. Then set a big goal 
for when you’ve accomplished the 
project.  For example, after the big 
presentation, go to the movie that 
you’ve been putting off.   

The sure way to put off 
procrastination is to just start to 
work.  

T e a c h e r ’ s  A s s i s t a n t s  ( c o n t . )  

 Gradually, all the TA’s 

are called up by name of the 

teacher they will assist and 

then are introduced to their 

respective classes. 

 Once a student as-

sumes the role of an assistant, 

there are some rules they must 

abide by. Perhaps the most 

important is being prohibited 

from interfering with confi-

dential documents like when you 

are grading tests or homework.  

 Finishing time at 
Hedgesville High School as a 

teacher’s assistant can be fun; 
but responsibility is a major val-
ue to consider when wanting to 

become one.  Megan Snider is Mr. Coleman’s 

Teacher Assistant. 

Photo by Brandon Miller 
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Foreign languages  

 By Brandon Miller 

staff writer 

 Foreign language clas-

ses are required for graduation 

and enrolling in many colleg-

es.  

 Last year, Chinese was 

added to the options for for-

eign language classes. Span-

ish, French, and Latin were 

the only options for at least 

twenty years because of little 

support for additional lan-

guages, a lack of instructors 

who specialize in them, and 

financial constraints.  

 Because incorporating 

more languages into the 

school curriculum has been 

unsuccessful in the past does 

not mean people are not permitted 

to request more now. 

 “Every year there is a time 

where teachers can approach ad-

ministrators to ask if they can add 

new classes,” said Mrs. Green-

burg. 

 People who seek further 

education in Spanish and French 

can always take the number of 

classes for those subjects until AP 

Spanish and French are accessi-

ble. Chinese extended with the 

introduction of Chinese II, but se-

rious plans to continue it have 

ceased for now. 

 “Learning a second lan-

guage is a life-long process that 

takes effort, but it is absolutely 

rewarding,” said Ms. Martinez. 

Ms. Martinez is spend-

ing her second year as a Span-

ish teacher at Hedgesville and 

advises people to work hard to 

learn another language because 

of the benefits at the end. 

“I encourage people to 

learn one because in this glob-

alized world it opens many 

doors and possibilities,” said 

Ms. Martinez. 

Mr. Blendinger, who 

teaches French, sent a similar 

message when he reacted to 

the plausible future of requir-

ing students to take three years 

of a foreign language when 

wanting to pursue a college 

diploma. 

Continued on Page 7 

 

Students participated in 

mock interviews on Tues-

day, March 17, in order to 

help them to understand 

the process for applying 

for jobs and for college. 
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the help of Mrs. Pill’s art clas-

ses, Hedgesville students were 

able to really capture the era. 

Altogether, Mrs. 

Pleasant was able to teach 

roughly 1200 students about 

this interesting time period. 

She also hosted a “Rent Par-

ty” during all three lunches 

that consisted of great food 

from Mrs. McDonald’s cook-

ing class, the eighteen piece 

HHS Jazz Band, and learning 

fun dances like the Jitterbug 

and the Charleston from two 

students. 

Mrs. Pleasant said she 

believes it is important to 

have Black History month 

when asked her opinion on 

the subject. “I think we need to cele-

brate overall diversity, and too of-

ten, adults and students become too 

complacent in their little box. I think 

it’s important to have it because 

America is known for its nature,” 

said Pleasant. 

Counter to Mrs. Pleasant’s 

beliefs, there are many people that 

believe that Black History Month 

should not be celebrated. There are 

also many people that say if there is 

a Black History Month, there should 

be a “White History Month” and a 

“Hispanic History Month” and so on 

for all races.  

Continued on Page 7 

 

By Sarah Ingram 

staff writer 

February is a month 

specifically set aside to recog-

nize African Americans. The 

school does so by showing the 

history of African Americans 

through billboards with infor-

mation and other lessons. 

This year, Mrs. Pleas-

ant featured a traveling art ex-

hibit about the Harlem Renais-

sance in the school library. 

The Harlem Renaissance was a 

time period where the African 

Americans in that area of New 

York broke through musically 

and artistically. Through vide-

os and great posters, and with 

By Liam Jack 

staff writer  

 Hedgesville High 

School’s senior class offic-

ers are busy  deciding this 

year’s senior gift. 

 The graduating sen-

ior class traditionally gives a  

gift to the school. The gift of 

last year’s graduating class 

was the senior courtyard sit-

uated in between the  math 

and business wings.  

 This year’s senior class 

has yet to settle on anything def-

inite. 

 “We were thinking about 

adding stuff to the Senior Court-

yard,” said Hayley Eppinger, the 

Senior Class Treasurer. “Plants. 

Stereos for music.” 

 Other ideas include a 

new sign for the Hedgesville 

High School track, as visitors 

frequently get lost on the way 

there. 

 This would cost no more 

than $1000. Improvements to the 

Senior Courtyard could go up to 

$4000.  

 The senior class officers are 

open to suggestions and encourage 

any student with ideas to present 

their ideas to Ms. Jordan in Room 

57.  

 

Black History Month  
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groups of people. It can make 

many people feel inferior.” 

Senior Sara Mason, how-
ever, said she thinks there are oth-
er people who could get recog-

nized, but it does not have to be 
because of their race. She believes 
that Black History Month is a 

good thing because it has helped 
show how the history has shaped 

A freshman at 

Hedgesville, who chose not to be 

named, believed this. He said 

that he didn’t agree with Black 

History Month because it was 

still segregating people when the 

ultimate goal is equality. “If peo-

ple want to be treated as equals, 

then there shouldn’t be 

‘designated months’ for certain 

B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h  ( c o n t . )  
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African Americans, as a whole, 
into who they are today.  

As for who else should 

be celebrated with a month, 
Mason said “I guess there 
should be recognition for any 

group that has been persecut-
ed.” 

Foreign languages  (cont . )  

“If they are better, more pre-

pared for society, although they might 

not like it, it will be better for them,” 

said Mr. Blendinger. 

Some languages seem more 

approachable than others and it can 

be frustrating deciding where to start. 

Determination is crucial to learn an-

other language, and it is handy to use 

programs like Rosetta Stone to 

achieve that goal. Ms. Gao’s Chinese class 

Photo by Brandon Miller 

Advice  co lumn  

There is this cute boy in my 

grade, I tried to show affection 

by making a heart with my 

hands, and he didn’t respond 

too nicely. Should I be con-

cerned? 

 You should be careful 

about where you place your af-

fections. If this ginger cutie 

doesn’t reciprocate your feelings 

and reacts to something as simple 

as making a heart with your hands 

with negativity, then he is proba-

bly no good for you.  

What is a good way to effectively 

complete my summer assign-

ments? 

 Try to plan your time wise-

ly.  For example, plan to work on 

your assignments for one hour each 

day excluding the weekends.  If you 

do this, you will be successful in 

achieving your goal of completing 

the assignments without cramming 

and without attempting to do all of 

the work at one time.  Good luck. 
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How do you choose between two 
sports for the spring season? 
 Which sport do you enjoy 

playing more? If you can’t decide 
that, then consider which team has 
a better environment or more of 
your friends.  
 
Why doesn’t our whole school 

show support towards our sports 
teams? 
 Some people enjoy sports, 

and some people do not. It’s per-
fectly fine both ways, and you can 
coexist peacefully. 
  
Why doesn’t the school notice 

the arts? 
 The arts are noticed but 

they do not have as many perfor-
mances as the sports teams have 
games. 
 
Why can’t we have more dances 

at Hedgesville High? 
 Dances are expensive and 

the school needs to sell a lot of 
tickets to break even. The Winter 
Formal has been cancelled in pre-
vious years due to lack of ticket 
sales. If there were more dances, 
then students would be less inter-
ested in going to each dance and 
they would not sell the necessary 
number of tickets. 
  
Why aren’t you allowed to wear 

shirts without sleeves? Shoulders 
aren’t that bad. 
 Given that some sleeveless 

shirts expose much of the torso 
(which would be altogether too 
inappropriate for a school environ-
ment), it is simply easier to forbid 
them all.  
 
How do I hate people less? 
 Dealing with people is a 

part of life and if you want to func-
tion successfully, you must learn 
to live peacefully with people that 
get on your nerves. Nursing your 
bitter feelings is only going to 
make things worse.  

How does one choose between a 
Jedi and a Sith? 
 You must take the path that 

your heart tells you is right. Wheth-
er you fall to the Light or Dark 
Side, mastering the Force requires 
complete devotion and letting your 
heart become one with the uni-
verse, so you will have to realize 
the true nature of your being. Ask 
yourself these important questions: 
How much do you value the lives 
of others? Do you want to get mar-
ried someday? What color lightsa-
ber do you think is cooler?  
 
What is a good daily exercise to 

stay in shape? 
 There are different exercis-

es that benefit the body differently, 
so this is tricky to answer. The 
most important thing is to find 
something that you are happy to do 
daily; some people like running or 
jogging, some people like frequent 
trips to the gym, and some people 
like practices such as yoga.  
 
What is a great book series to 

read? 
 We here at the Eagle’s Eye 

have enjoyed A Song of Ice and 
Fire by George R.R. Martin (the 
books the hit show “Game of 
Thrones” is based on), Hush Hush 
by Becca Fitzpatrick, and Life as 
we Knew It by Beth Pfeffer.  
 
Are the Star Wars books as good 

as the movies? 
 The books come from mul-

tiple authors, so one can’t make a 
lump judgment about them. Many 
works and characters of the Star 
Wars Expanded Universe are popu-
lar, so look up what has gotten 
good reviews and sounds interest-
ing to you and start there. 
 
How do you get prepared for an 

interview? 
 Research the workplace 

and position you are applying for, 
and be prepared for the universal 

questions an interviewer will ask. 
Give yourself plenty of time to 
show up. Dress nicely. Try to be 
calm.  
 
Do you think that people our age 

could fall in love? 
 We here at the Eagle’s Eye 

don’t think this. We know.  
 
I have a comment not a question. 

I think it’s funny how people say 
you’re fake, but when you tell the 
truth you’re mean. 
 Diplomacy skills are a big 

part of life. I’m sure you’re learn-
ing many valuable lessons.  
 
Do any of you like Pokémon? 
 Many of us here at the Ea-

gle’s Eye do! They are fun games 
and an impressive franchise. There 
have been some disputes regarding 
the merit of Wobbuffet, but the 
office of Hedgesville High 
School’s newspaper is a friendly 
place to Pokémon lovers.  
 
How are you, Eagle’s Eye edi-

tors? :) 
 We’re doing quite well, 

thank you. Looking forward to 
Spring.  
 
What is the best way to keep my 

binders from falling apart? 
 Handle them very careful-

ly. Don’t put too much in them, 
because that can ruin the pockets. 
And if you can’t solve the problem 
with duct tape, then it is most like-
ly time to find a new binder. 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have a problem that you 

would like to have the staff of the 
Eagle’s Eye address?  Just drop 
off your anonymous concern to 
Mrs. Hatfield in room 5.   


